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With Delight in the Daily,  Diane

Dear Friends and Family,
I have a concern on my heart that I'd like to share. In March 2017, The Christian Index had an article on 
attendance and baptisms for 2016. It was the 8th year of decline in ten years and the smallest number 
since 1947. Southern Baptists have 1,000,000 fewer members than in 2006.  Those numbers are for all 
Southern Baptist Churches in USA- for Georgia half of the SB churches baptized ZERO people last year.
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The other ½ averaged only 3 baptisms in 2016. One associational GA. SB 
missionary recently speculated that 1/3 of his churches would be closed 
within the next 10 years.

When I went into full-time missions work 20 years ago, many asked me why I 
didn't stay in the US as we needed missionaries here too. My thought and 
answer was there are so many Christians here (and therefore missionaries) 
that I believed the Lord was calling me to go where most wouldn't want to go. 
Now in my role with InnerCHANGE, I see how hard it is for our US based 
missionaries to raise support – since many consider those workers to not be 

doing any more than the average Christian here, who works full-
time at a job.

Pictured to the left are our InnerCHANGE teams in South 
Africa, San Franciso, and Glasgow (only ones I had pics for!) 
baptizing people this year. In South Africa, in a public swimming 
pool, in San Francisco in the Pacific Ocean, in Glasgow in the 
church in a plastic pool. All different ages, some families, some 
friends – all new followers of Jesus. Interestingly, our Glasgow 
team is made up of UK citizens; our South Africa team is made 
up of all Africans, and our San Francisco team of all Americans. 

So the question is what are we doing? Are we inviting people to 
church? Are we even talking with people who aren't going to 
church? Are we praying for how and who God would have us 
share Him with?  Yesterday, I attended the closure of a local 
United Methodist Church. After 185 years, 41 ministers, now 
only 2 aging members remaining: the building, property and 
objects were “deconsecrated”.  Let us pray for our churches... as 
a matter of fact, that's where I'm headed now – to our town 
square to join others in praying for just that!
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